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Veteran educator and Diplomat Co-Chairs 2009 LIHEDE 5" Jubilee Conference

Greensboro, North Carolina: 03/11/2008: Honorable Teta V. Banks, former
Consul of the Republic of Liberia at Philadelphia serve as the 2009 LIHEDE"Subilee Conference Co-Chair
scheduled to be held in Greensboro, North Caratinraugust 2009, under the theme: “Understandings€@ues
and Our History: A Call to Unity & Collective Devaggment in Liberia.

Dr. Banks grew up in Detroit, Michigan where her father, thte Rev. Dr. A.A. Banks, Jr., pastored the histori
Second Baptist Church of Detroit and her mothew,l#te Dr. Victoria Allen Banks, was an educatad agligious
leader. Her parents were active in the Civil Rigiitbvement and were personal colleagues of Dr.iiMiadther King,
Sr., Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and Mrs. Rosa lar Consul Banks was educated at Wellesley Colldgevard
University, Wayne State University, and Oxford Linsity.

Consul Banks was first appointed in 1993, and methiin 2006 by the President of Liberia, Her Exxally Ellen

Johnson-Sirleaf, the first woman to serve as hdagtabe on the continent of Africa. Consul Bankgresents the
Liberian government and assists in the rebuildihthe war-torn nation, addressing human rightseisshroughout
African countries, and the establishment of trageources, and cultural relations between thean&Liberia, as well
as other African countries. Her major concerns lievaebuilding hospitals and schools, placementefiigees,
retraining “toy” soldiers, providing conflict resion to warring factions, and working closely witie United Nations,
international governments, and community groupaddress human rights issues. She is a member défdisory

Council of the Liberian Truth and Reconciliationr@mission (the first of its kind to operate throughthe Diaspora),
the Liberian Scholarship Fund, as well as the matisonal investors’ forum to assist Liberia inrgslevelopment.

Consul Banks has served in several official cajeacincluding President of the Consular Corps Assion of
Philadelphia, which consists of 37 member natiglodnats based in the Philadelphia. The consulssept their
foreign countries in matters ranging from interodl trade, international documentation processmgumanitarian,
educational, and cultural issues and programs.Cidips assists such organizations as the World raffapuncil, the
International Visitors Council, Model United Nat®program, and Bodine High School for Internatiéitairs. She
also serves as Vice President of the United Nathssociation, and charter member of the Women'sriational
Leadership Association.

Consul Banks has been involved in various aren@s. s served on several university faculties,udict
Washington University, Howard University, Rutgemiwérsity, Spelman College, and Gwynedd-Mercy @alléShe
was the founding editor dfital Issues: The Journal of African American Speeches, Executive Director of the
Philadelphia Martin Luther King Association for Naolence, and Vice Chairman of the Girard Collegeafl of
Trustees. She has also served as a consultantritms/arganizations, including: the Rosa Parksitiist U.S.




Department of Education, U.S. Department of Healtld Human Services, U.S. Department of Defense, and
Pennsylvania Department of Education. Currently sheéhe Founding Chair of the Institute for Interoaal
Diplomacy, Vice President of the United Nations dsation GP, Chairman of the Board of Directors tioé
Philadelphia Tribune Charities, and a member ofMiagor's Commission on African Affairs. She is treipient of
numerous awards for humanitarian service and rigfits advocacy.

In her letter of appointment, Dr. Syrulwa Somaheéixive Director of LIHEDE, welcomed Consul Banksthe
LIHEDE family and described her as an asset tantssion of LIHEDE, as the organization embarks oojgets
which focus on new frontiers of Liberian history.

Dr. Somah added that her involvement with the amgdion could not have come at a better time whiEDE

needs all the valuable human resources to deuigénaplement the history project of Liberia thatlwiok at the
history, migration patterns, interethnic coopemtimguistic tongues, and social, political, aeddl institutions of
the various ethnic groups of Liberia, adding, "wavdr no doubt that you will be a valuable additionthe
professional and dedicated staff and membersiofimup.”

Dr. Banks strongly believes that LIHEDE is makinigtbry in the field of Liberia history and educatiwvith its
campaign to honor the history of the Liberian peppblding “Thank you for the gracious invitatiorprticipate in
the Jubilee which will be a historic event as itigofocus on honoring our great history and seguour future. It
would be an honor to assist in this effort.”

As Co-Chair, Dr. Banks and Joseph Tomoonh-Garlodglghba, Sr., Chaiare tasked with the formulation of a
Master Strategic Program Plan for the Jubilee, seaing all Conference activities, including encgirg
participation and attendance of the Conference Ibyiberians, friends of Liberians, groups, orgatians,
solicitation of Conference funds, designation oéadgers, and other things in support of the Confareand the
production of literature/releases to keep the pubfiormed.

Omari Jackson, Member

2009 L IHEDE 5™ Jubilee Confer ence Communications Committee:

-end-



